
Attachment 1 

Agenda Item Summary 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

Through HB 2538, the 1993 Oregon Legislative Assembly created the 
seven member Access and Habitat (A&H) Board.  This legislation 
authorized the A&H Board to review and recommend to the Oregon Fish 
and Wildlife Commission projects designed to improve wildlife habitat 
and public hunting access in Oregon.  The 2003 Oregon Legislative 
Assembly reauthorized the program through December 2009.  Project 
proposals are typically submitted by landowners, corporations, 
organizations and agencies.  Applications are initially reviewed by board-
appointed regional advisory councils established in six geographic regions 
of the state.  The councils forward proposals to the A&H Board with 
recommendations to approve or deny projects.  The A&H Board provides 
the next level of project review, and then forwards proposals to the Fish 
and Wildlife Commission for final consideration and approval to expend 
A&H Program funds. 
 

PUBLIC 
INVOLVEMENT 
 

The Access and Habitat Program provides for public involvement through 
the regional advisory councils and state A&H Board meetings.  The 
meetings are advertised in advance, notices are published on the 
Department’s website and in the program’s newsletter and agendas are 
mailed to interested citizens.  There is an opportunity for interested 
citizens to provide public comment during these meetings.  The A&H 
Board most recently met on October 16-17, 2006 in Salem, Oregon. 

 
ISSUE 1 
 

 
Project Funding Approval 

  
Project 1 
 

#2006-29 Permanent Grass Seedbank Habitat Project 

ANALYSIS 
 

• A&H Funds:               $3,390 
• Cooperator Funds:      $3,390 
• Total Project Cost:     $6,780 
• Applicant:                   Pheasants Forever, Inc. 
• Location:                    Malheur Watershed District                            
• Cooperators:               Pheasants Forever, Inc. ($3,390) 
• Council Vote:             Yes:  4;  No: 0 
• Board Vote:                Yes:  6;  No: 0  

 
The project proposes $3,390 in A&H funds to purchase perennial grass 
seed to plant 200 acres of private land in northern Malheur County.  The 
seed will be available free of charge to private landowners to establish 
permanent upland cover on their property.  The new cover will provide 
nesting, brood rearing and winter cover for upland gamebirds and 



nongame wildlife.  This project will help implement the Upland Habitat 
Initiative which ODFW and Pheasants Forever began last year in this 
area.   
 
The Malheur Regional Advisory Council and A&H Board voted to 
recommend this project for approval.   
 

Project 2 
 

#2006-31 Copley Ranch Winter Range Improvement 

ANALYSIS 
 

• A&H Funds:                $53,300 
• Cooperator Funds:       $9,700 
• Total Project Cost:      $63,000 
• Applicant:                    Copley Ranch 
• Location:                      Grand Ronde Watershed District                    
• Habitat Acres:             400 
• Access Duration:         5 Years 
• Access Acres:              1,000 acres private/400 acres public 
• Cooperators:                Landowner ($1,200); OWEB ($8,500) 
• Council Vote:              Yes: 4;   No: 0    
• Board Vote:                 Yes: 7;   No: 0    

 
The project proposes $53,300 in A&H funds to conduct juniper removal 
on 400 acres of big game winter range in Baker County.  Removal of the 
juniper will result in improved big game forage conditions and decreased 
hiding cover will encourage elk to calve on traditional summering 
grounds.  The project is adjacent to the Timber Gulch Range 
Improvement and Bowen Valley Rangeland Protection Projects, creating 
a contiguous block of improved habitat.  In return for A&H funding, the 
landowner has agreed to provide 5 years of by-permission public hunting 
on 1,000 acres of private land and 400 acres of land-locked public land.   
 
The Northeast Regional Advisory Council and State Board voted 
unanimously to recommend this project for approval.   
  

Project 3 
 

#2006-32 Salmon Bench Habitat & Access Project 

ANALYSIS 
 

• A&H Funds:                 $9,575 
• Cooperator Funds:        $2,000 
• Total Project Cost:        $11,575 
• Applicant:                     McClaran Ranch 
• Location:                      Grand Ronde Watershed District 
• Habitat Acres:              103 
• Access Duration:          5 years 
• Access Acres:               5,000 acres private 
• Cooperators:                 Landowner ($2,000) 
• Council Vote:               Yes: 4;   No:  0  
• Board Vote:                  Yes: 6;   No: 1  



 
The project proposes $9,575 in A&H funds to improve 103 acres of 
agricultural lands that has been heavily impacted by deer, elk and 
livestock.  Improving the hay field will increase forage conditions for deer 
and elk during spring and summer.  In return for A&H funding, the 
landowner will allow 5 years of by-permission hunting access on 5,000 
acres of private land.   
 
The Northeast Regional Advisory Council voted unanimously to approve 
the project as proposed.  The State Board voted to recommend the project 
for approval after funds were removed from the proposal for rodent 
control and administrative costs.   

Project 4 
 

#2006-35 Rogue Meadows Habitat Project 
 

ANALYSIS 
 

• A&H Funds:               $7,328 
• Cooperator Funds:      $8,498 
• Total Project Cost:      $15,826 
• Applicant:                   ODFW 
• Location:                    Rogue Watershed District 
• Habitat Acres:            236             
• Cooperators:               Rogue Valley Chapter OHA ($7,000);  

                                                ODFW ($1,498) 
• Council Vote:             Yes: 7 ;   No: 0 
• Board Vote:                Yes: 7 ;   No: 0 
 

The project proposes $7,328 in A&H funds to continue the Rogue 
Meadows Habitat Project for 2 additional years.  As in the past, A&H 
funds will be used to fertilize seven meadows used heavily by elk.  
Fertilization will improve forage conditions for elk and assist landowners 
with forage losses caused by elk.  Spring fertilization will increase forage 
production and protein content during the important pre-calving period 
for elk.  Fertilization will be conducted by OHA volunteers, ODFW staff 
and the private landowners.   
 
The Southwest Regional Advisory Council and State Board voted 
unanimously to recommend this project for approval.   
 

  

DRAFT MOTION I move to approve the recommendations of the Access and Habitat Board 
for project funding. 
 

EFFECTIVE  DATE: January 12, 2007 
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